
St. Mary’s Marriage Policy 

Marriage is a beautiful adventure and a wonderful journey. That is why 
YOU are the one responsible to prepare for the journey but we will 

help you and assist you along the way.

I. Guidelines for the parishioners of St. Mary’s Church

Parishioners – Either the bride or groom must be a registered, contributing 
parishioner of St. Mary’s Church for at least one calendar year.

1. Marriage between two Catholics

1.1. Documents

1.1.1. BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE – The bride and groom must bring the 
sacramental records (baptism, communion, confirmation) which are anno-
tated on the Baptismal certificate to the parish office. Let us know if you 
were baptized at St. Mary’s and we will look up your records. The certificate 
needs to be signed no earlier than within six months of the wedding.
1.1.2. PRE-MARITAL EDUCATION COURSE - The pre-marital education 
course, which includes a weekend retreat, is provided by the Archdiocese 
of San Antonio. You can find more information on the website: www.arch-
sa.org/marriage-family/marriage-preparation or by phone: (210) 349-4173. 
The retreat must be done not sooner than 6 months before the wedding.
1.1.3. MARRIAGE LICENSE – The marriage license must be from the 
State of Texas. If you bring your Certificate “Together for Texas” to the cour-
thouse you can get your marriage license for $11 instead of $71. 
A marriage license is available at any of the Texas courthouses in the office 
of the county clerk. The license should be issued not sooner than 3 months 
before and not later than three days before the marriage.
1.1.4. PREVIOUS MARRIAGE DOCUMENTS - Only for people that have 
been married previously:
1.1.4.1. Civil marriage – If previously married, you have to provide your 
marriage certificate and final divorce decree from the county courthouse 
where you were married.
1.1.4.2. Church marriage - You need to provide a letter of annulment from 
the diocese where the annulment process took place. 

http://www.archsa.org/marriage-family/marriage-preparation
http://www.archsa.org/marriage-family/marriage-preparation


1.2. Liturgy

1.2.1. It is your choice if you want to have a MASS (celebrated by a priest). 
The suggested stipend is $150, to be paid at the rehearsal. If there is no 
Mass requested the LITURGY OF MARRIAGE will be performed (celebrat-
ed by the priest or deacon). The suggested stipend is $100, also paid at the 
rehearsal. 
1.2.2. You may also have your own priest but he has to provide the “docu-
ment of good standing” if he is from outside the Archdiocese of San Anto-
nio. He must submit the letter to the Archdiocese of San Antonio before the 
marriage.
1.2.3. You can also have a pianist with cantor. Contact the Minister of Litur-
gy at St. Mary’s Parish (830-997-9523) as to the suggested stipend 
amount. If you want to have additional choir or band you have to organize it 
with the Liturgy Minister. 
1.2.4. Any decorations need to be coordinated with our environment minis-
ter. Please contact the church office (997-9523).
1.2.5. The rental for the big church is $750 and $500 for the small church. 
To secure the church for the wedding the parish requires 50% when you set 
the date and the remaining 50% two months prior to the wedding.
1.2.6. The Brides Room in the Holy Family Center is available to the bride’s 
party to prepare for the ceremony for an hour prior to the ceremony. How-
ever, all belongings must be removed from the bride’s room BEFORE the 
ceremony begins. The rental price is $125 for one hour. You cannot leave 
anything in the bride’s room during the ceremony because it may be in use 
by another wedding party. St. Mary’s is not liable for the loss of any valu-
ables. 
1.2.7. You can also rent our Holy Family Center for a reception. Please 
contact Donna Croy (830-997-9523) for details and pricing. 
1.2.8. The rehearsal is held the evening before the wedding. Please con-
tact Mary Ann to set up the time. The rehearsal takes an hour and it’s avail-
able between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.
1.2.9. To prepare the Liturgy of the Word (reading and Gospel) please con-
tact St. Mary’s liturgist three months in advance.
1.2.10. After the wedding all wedding decorations (flowers, programs, rib-
bons, etc.) have to be removed immediately. 
1.2.11.  Wedding times available:



Big Church:
10:30 a.m. - Brides room
11:30 a.m. - Wedding
12:30 a.m. - Photos (must be finished at 1:30 p.m.)
1 p.m. - Brides room
2 p.m. - Wedding
3 p.m. - Photos (must be finished at 4 p.m.)
Small church:
You can chose the hour of the wedding (the bride’s room will not be avail-
able)

2. Marriage between a Catholic and non-Catholic

2.1. Documents

2.1.1. The Catholic person - needs to bring all the documents listed in 1.1.1 
to 1.1.3 
2.1.2. The non-Catholic person - if baptized you have to bring the baptismal 
certificate from your church.

2.2. Liturgy

2.2.1  Mass is not celebrated during the marriage ceremony between a 
Catholic and non-Catholic according to canon law. Only the Liturgy of the 
Marriage will be performed by a deacon or priest. The suggested stipend is 
$100. If a Mass is requested, the couple needs to contact the Archdiocese 
of San Antonio and ask for a dispensation. 



II. Guidelines for the visitors
Visitors – For marriage couples who live outside of Fredericksburg. Either 
the bride or groom must be Catholic and the Catholic ceremony will be 
used.

1. Documents:
1.1. All marriage preparation must be done in your Catholic home parish. 
1.2. If the parish is outside of the Archdiocese of San Antonio the paper-
work must be submitted to the home diocese who will send it to the San 
Antonio Archdiocese and then to St. Mary Church.
1.3. The Marriage license must be from the State of Texas. You can pick it 
up in any Texas County not earlier than 30 days and not later than three 
days before the wedding. 

2. Liturgy
2.1. Everything is the same as in points 1.2.1 to 1.2.11 except 1.2.5 - The 
payment for rental of the church is $1,500 for the big church and $1,000 for 
the small church. To secure the church for the wedding St. Mary’s requests 
50% down payment when you set your date and the remaining 50% two 
months before the wedding.

____________________ _______________________
Priest Signature Bride Signature

_______________________
Groom Signature 

EXPENCES 
VISITORS PARISHONER 

Big Church $1500 $750

Small Church $1000 $500

Priest (mass) $150 $150

Priest (liturgy) $100 $100

Deacon (liturgy) $100 $100

Brides Room $125(per hour) $125(per hour)

50% paid before $750(Big) $500(Small) $350(Big) $250(Small)




